
   

 
 

 
 

WISDOM & WORDS OF 

ENCOURAGEMENT 
VOLUME 1 

 
by 

M. Goodman 

 
Foreword by 

Bishop Spencer H. Riddick, Jr., D.D. 



   

 

 

 

 
 

Copyright © 2013 by Michael Goodman 

All rights reserved. No part of this book may be reproduced, 

scanned, or distributed in any printed or electronic form without 

permission. 

 

All Scripture quotations are taken from the Holy Bible, King 

James Version, Copyright © 1976 by Thomas Nelson, Inc. 

unless marked otherwise. 

 

All Scripture quotations marked NIV are taken from the Holy 

Bible, New International Version®, NIV®, Copyright © 1973, 

1978, 1984 by International Bible Society® 

 

All definitions are taken from Merriam-Webster’s Collegiate 

Dictionary, 11
th
 Edition, Copyright © 2003 

 

First Edition: February 2013 

Printed in the United States of America 

ISBN-13: 978-1-6203-0369-6 

ISBN-10: 1-6203-0369-8 

 

Edited by Rev. Theodore Lewis, Jr. and M. Goodman 

Cover Design & Photography by Ralph “Ace” Davis, Jr. of 

Universia Media, Co., www.universiamedia.com 

 

 
*** Note: Instances in which the word man is found italicized is 

to signify mankind as a whole (both male and female).



   

DEDICATION 

 
 

I dedicate this book to anyone in need of an encouraging 

word. May this book serve as a constant reminder of the 

following truths… 

 

1. God loves you 

2. You are someone special 

3. There is nothing that you cannot do if you believe 



   



   

FROM ME TO YOU… 

 
 

If you are reading this I would like to take a moment to 

personally say…thank you. If you purchased a copy (or copies) 

of this book, I would like to thank you for investing your hard-

earned money into helping me bring this vision into fruition. If 

you have received this book as a gift, I would like to thank you 

for receiving both the gift that is this book and the gift within 

this book. It is my prayer that this book not only finds a secure 

place on your bookshelf but that it also finds a special place in 

your mind and in your heart. 

 

I would like to also thank you in advance for your greatest 

investment which is the investment of your time. I thank you for 

every second, every minute, every hour, every day and maybe 

even every year that you may invest into reading this book. 

Unlike money which once spent can be refunded; your time is a 

resource that once spent can never be refunded, returned, or 

regained. That is something that I do not take lightly. Therefore, 

it is my prayer that this book will indeed be more than just time 

spent but that it will be time well invested. 

 

As you begin to flip through this book, may you be greeted 

by each page with a lightly whispered thank you from my heart 

to yours. I am truly humbled and eternally grateful. 

 

 

Peace & Blessings, 

 

 

M. Goodman 

Author | Minister | Friend
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FOREWORD 

 
 

The Bible declares in Proverbs 4:7 that, "Wisdom is the 

principle thing; therefore get wisdom: and with all thy getting 

get understanding." Wisdom is one of the greatest commodities 

that we have in this life. I believe that God-given wisdom is 

capable of teaching some things that even some of the greatest 

books ever written cannot. True…you can gain wisdom from a 

book. However, some of the best wisdom comes from simply 

sitting and listening to those who have been through a little 

something. Yet many of us who have gained wisdom have done 

so the hard way. We have gained wisdom not through the 

experiences of others but instead through our own personal 

experiences. Through these experiences many of us have 

graduated from what some call the "School of Hard Knocks." 

We are no longer students stumbling through life. We are now 

teachers hoping to help others avoid the mistakes that we 

ourselves have made along the way. 

 

This brings me to the importance of encouragement. 

Encouragement is sort of like heart surgery. It has the power to 

literally bring a dying generation back to life. When you 

encourage someone, what you are really doing is making them 

feel comfortable with moving forward. However, when you 

discourage someone, you immobilize (or paralyze) them. They 

become so uncomfortable with moving forward that they either 

stand still or in some cases they begin to move in reverse. This is 

why encouragement is so important. With encouragement comes 

hope and with hope comes a new lease on life. This is much 

needed today. We are dealing with a generation that is seemingly 

surrounded by discouragement due to poverty, gang violence, 

crime in our communities and just the everyday struggles that 

come with living life. I have come to realize that when you 
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encourage someone you give them a place of hope and when you 

give someone a place of hope they can start to move again. 

When you encourage someone with a simple, "you can do it," it 

makes believing possible again. When you encourage someone 

to get up after they have been down for so long it makes life 

worth living again. 

 

Wisdom and encouragement are two entities that when 

brought together will help to create a powerful individual. When 

you equip someone with enough encouragement to get up and do 

something along with enough wisdom to do it right, they can 

truly begin to thrive. Struggle will no longer be an issue and 

success will become the only option. On the other hand, those 

who lack encouragement lack the courage to move forward and 

those who reject wisdom are destined to make fools of 

themselves. For this reason I celebrate Minister Michael 

Goodman for writing this book. I consider him by far one of the 

greatest young ministers that I know and I believe that God is 

using him to challenge and to raise awareness in today's church. 

May God continue to bless the work of his hands and may this 

book be a blessing to all who read it. 

 

 

 

 

Bishop Spencer H. Riddick, Jr., D.D. 

Founder & Pastor of New Abundant Life  

Christian Center (Norfolk, VA) 
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A CREATION WORTH CREATING 

 
 

Genesis 2:7 (KJV) “the LORD God formed the man from the 

dust of the ground and breathed into his nostrils the breath of 

life, and the man became a living soul.” 

 

In the Judeo-Christian tradition the book of Genesis is 

exactly what its name implies. It is a book of beginnings. For 

believers, the book of Genesis answers some of life’s most 

pressing questions such as... 

 

 Who are we? 

 Where do we come from? 

 Why are we here? 

 

Some believe that it answers these questions literally while 

others believe that it merely attempts to answer these questions 

metaphorically. I personally do not believe in limiting God’s 

word to neither literal nor metaphorical because I believe that an 

all powerful God is beyond limitation. Nevertheless, I believe 

that the book of Genesis not only tells us who we are and how 

we came to be; I believe that it also reveals how much God loves 

us and how special we truly are. For instance, let’s take a look at 

the story of creation which can be found in the first chapter of 

the book of Genesis. 

 

We read that for six days God goes into a spree of creation. 

His formula for creation is what I refer to as the call-and-

response method. In other words, God speaks and the very thing 

that He speaks comes into being. God simply says, “…let there 

be…” and that which is spoken manifests. We witness this 

pattern of call-and-response in effect from Genesis 1:1-25. It is 

only in Genesis 1:26, as God is preparing to create man that we 
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see a change in His formula for creation. His call-and-response 

method evolves into one of formation-and-impartation. God no 

longer says, “…let there be…” He instead says, “…let us 

make…” 

 

In the second chapter of the book of Genesis we discover a 

more detailed account of the creation of man. We read in 

Genesis 2:7 that, “the LORD God formed the man from the dust 

of the ground and breathed into his nostrils the breath of life, 

and the man became a living soul.” Here we see God taking a 

more hands-on approach to the creation that He has proclaimed 

shall be made “...in His image, after His likeness” (Genesis 

1:26). Let's take another look at Genesis 2:7. Again it reads, “the 

LORD God formed the man from the dust of the ground…” I find 

it somewhat humbling to read this verse of Scripture because of 

the deep revelation that rests within it. We learn here that God 

used the dust of the ground to create man. He took something 

that is seemingly insignificant to form His greatest creation (you 

and I). It is also an eerie reminder that without His 

presence...without His divine hands forming our existence and 

His divine breath sustaining it...we are nothing more than a pile 

of dust. 

 

With that said, I welcome you to join me in examining the 

beginning of Genesis 2:7 just a little further. Once more it reads, 

“the LORD God formed…” The word formed is a translation of 

the Hebrew word yatsar which means… 

 

 to fashion 

 

 Merriam-Webster defines the word form as a verb 

meaning... 

 

 to give shape to or to construct 
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It is through the story of creation that I now understand why 

King David would ask God, “What is man, that thou art mindful 

of him?” (Psalms 8:4). In other words, what is so special about 

this creation that God would take the time to fashion, to give him 

shape and to construct his very being? He could have so easily 

spoken man into existence as He had done every other creation 

yet He chose not to. What is so special about this creation that 

God felt compelled to personally breathe the first breath of life 

into man’s nostrils? What is so special about this creation that 

despite our constant disbelief, disobedience and destructive 

behavior, God still so loved us, "...that he gave his only begotten 

Son…” (John 3:16) that we may live eternally? 

 

I have said all of that to simply say this...you are special and 

God loves you. No matter who you are…God loves you. No 

matter where you are from…God loves you. No matter how little 

you may love yourself…God loves you and there’s nothing that 

you (nor anyone else) can do about it. Though the challenges of 

life may knock you down, you can take comfort in the fact that 

you are the creation of a Creator who loves you and has deemed 

you worthy of creating. Therefore, He can and He will pick you 

up. 
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ONE SPIRIT, ONE FLESH, ONE LOVE 

 
 

Genesis 2:24 (KJV) “Therefore shall a man leave his father and 

his mother, and shall cleave unto his wife: and they shall be one 

flesh.” 

 

By no means would I claim (nor have I ever claimed) to be 

an expert in the subject of love. However, as a minister I have 

given a fair share of relationship advice rooted partially in my 

experience and primarily in my knowledge of the Bible. One of 

the best pieces of advice that I often share with couples 

(especially those thinking of marriage) is a proverbial little 

statement that goes, “there are two I’s in relationship but there 

are no I’s in love.” Now, if one views this statement through a 

natural eye it is nothing more than a statement that implies what 

is linguistically true. The word relationship has two I’s in it...the 

word love has no I’s in it (pretty simple…I know). However, if 

one dares to view this statement through a spiritual eye, it is a 

powerful statement that embodies the true essence of love as it 

relates to marriage and as defined by God’s Word. 

 

Let’s explore this further by first taking a look at the word 

relationship. Merriam-Webster defines the word relationship 

as... 

 

 the state of being related or interrelated 

 the relation connecting or binding participants in a 

relationship or a romantic or passionate attachment. 

 

Again, there are two I’s in the word relationship. The two I’s 

can be viewed symbolically to represent two individuals. Just as 

one cannot spell the word relationship without two I’s, one 

cannot establish true relationship without two individuals. 



 

8 

According to Scripture, love as it relates to marriage is slightly 

different. 

 

Genesis 2:24 reads, “Therefore shall a man leave his father 

and his mother, and shall cleave unto his wife: and they shall be 

one flesh.” The Bible teaches us that love as it relates to 

marriage is dependent upon two individuals somehow becoming 

one. The question that we are now faced with is...how? Well, the 

Bible reveals one method at the end of Genesis 2:24 which reads, 

“…and they shall be one flesh.” We can assume that this is at 

least partially giving reference to the act of consummating one’s 

marriage. By God’s divine design, man and woman have been 

given the ability to connect with one another physically. Though 

physical connection is an important connection it is not the 

single most important connection. This is especially true in 

regards to establishing the oneness required to sustain love in a 

marriage. In fact, Merriam-Webster defines the word 

consummate as a verb meaning... 

 

 to finish; to make perfect or to make (marital union) 

complete by sexual intercourse. 

 

So in other words, physical connection is meant to be a 

grand finale (so to speak) to an even greater connection. For this 

reason many relationships fail because they simply started where 

they should have finished. We can look at it this way...if one 

begins a race at the finish line, what incentive is there to run the 

race? 

 

This brings me to the next method of establishing the 

oneness required to sustain love in a marriage…the spiritual 

connection. Loving on a spiritual level involves a combination of 

two things. The first is something that many of us fear. The 

second is something that we who are Christians place our faith 
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in. Loving on a spiritual level requires a death and a resurrection. 

Christians believe that our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ was 

crucified on a cross so that something much greater could be 

established through His resurrection. We can apply this same 

concept to love in a marriage. Two loving individuals must be 

willing to metaphorically crucify (or kill) the concept of self. In 

doing so, this allows for the resurrection of one greater being 

capable of loving beyond all conditions. In order for this to 

occur, many (if not all) selfish or destructive behaviors must die 

so that a selfless and productive love may live. This is the only 

path to establishing that unconditional love many of your 

favorite R&B artists often sing about (it’s ok…I’m not judging). 

 

Though many claim that they are willing to die for the one 

that they love very few ever find themselves faced with this 

scenario. Therefore, I am not impressed (and neither should you 

be) by those who claim that they are willing to take a bullet for 

the one that they love. I am instead impressed by those who have 

committed themselves to placing a bullet into any divisive 

differences that might complicate their love. As I often say, the 

right mate will complement but the wrong mate will complicate. 

So, “What therefore God hath joined together, let not man put 

asunder” (Mark 10:9). 
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SHINE YOUR LIGHT 

FOR THE WORLD TO SEE 

 
 

Matthew 5:16 (KJV) “Let your light so shine before men, that 

they may see your good works, and glorify your Father which is 

in heaven.” 

 

One of my all-time favorite songs is a Hip-Hop classic 

entitled, “Umi Says” by Mos Def (born Dante Smith). It is a 

track from his debut album Black on Both Sides which was 

originally released in October of 1999. As a minister (or even as 

a Christian), some may find it surprising that a Hip-Hop song 

would make its way into my list of favorites. However, I am 

merely a lover of consciousness and a firm believer that truth 

cannot be confined to a particular genre. In other words, truth 

just is what it is (no matter its presentation). In this song Mos 

Def sings from his heart, expressing some of the troubling 

thoughts that he often wrestles with in his mind. However, he 

finds comfort in a little reminder from Umi (his mother) and he 

shares it at the end of each verse. Whenever I hear Mos Def 

crooning the words to the chorus, I am instantly reminded of one 

of my favorite Scriptures which can be found in the Gospel 

according to Matthew. 

 

Matthew 5:16 reads, “Let your light so shine before men, 

that they may see your good works, and glorify your Father 

which is in heaven.” These are the famous words of our Lord 

and Savior, Jesus Christ which He delivered during His “Sermon 

on the Mount.” He boldly declares in Matthew 5:14 that we are, 

“…the light of the world. A city on a hill cannot be hidden." He 

then elaborates further in Matthew 5:15 by stating, "Neither do 

men light a candle, and put it under a bushel, but on a 
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candlestick; and it giveth light unto all that are in the house.” In 

other words, what Jesus is saying here is that God has placed a 

light inside of each and every one of us. Not only that, He wants 

us to allow that light to shine. Like a city built upon a hilltop, our 

lights were never designed to be hidden. They were instead 

strategically placed inside of us in order to attract others to the 

all-powerful God who created light by simply speaking the 

words, “…let there be…” (Genesis 1:3). Just as the purpose of 

lighting a candle is to bring light to a dark room, God has placed 

a light inside of each and every one of us with the purpose of 

bringing light to an otherwise dark world. What a great honor it 

is to possess The Light that illuminates a path to freedom for 

those who may be living in bondage. 

 

One of my favorite parts of the song comes at the end of the 

second verse. With great honesty, Mos Def melodically 

proclaims that sometimes he no longer wants to be a 

soldier...sometimes he just simply wants to be a man. Yet despite 

this feeling, Umi has charged him with the task of shining his 

light on the world and to do so for the world to see. I love this 

verse because what he is expressing here is that no matter how 

weary he may get while fighting this everyday war that we call 

life, he will continue to fight. Why? Simply because Umi, his 

mother, has charged him to shine that light and to keep it lit for 

the entire world to see. We as Christians may too get weary as 

we fight what Apostle Paul describes as “the good fight of faith” 

(1 Timothy 6:12). Sometimes the strong winds of life may cause 

the light that burns within us to flicker. However, we must hear 

the voice of our Savior gently reminding us to shine our lights in 

the world and to keep them shining for the entire world to see. 
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PURPOSE-DRIVEN 

OR PLAN-DRIVEN? 

 
 

Proverbs 19:21 (NIV) “Many are the plans in a man's heart, 

but it is the LORD's purpose that prevails.” 

 

Question...Are you living a purpose-driven or a plan-driven 

life? You may be asking yourself...what’s the difference? Well, 

before we can attempt to accurately answer this question we 

must first answer two other questions. 

 

Question 1: What is purpose? 

Question 2: What is a plan? 

 

Merriam-Webster defines the word purpose as... 

 

 something set up as an object or end to be attained; 

intention; resolution or determination. 

 

In other words, purpose is the reason for which something is 

done, created or for which something exists. Merriam-Webster 

also defines the word plan which is... 

 

 a method for achieving an end or a goal. 

 

Now that we have at least somewhat of an understanding of 

what these two words mean, we are now left to explore how 

these two words differ. Simply put, plans can be made but 

purpose must be assigned. Though we are fully capable of 

making our own plans, our purpose must be assigned by some-

thing or some-one greater than ourselves. Proverbs 19:21 (NIV) 

expresses it this way, “Many are the plans in a man’s heart, but 
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it is the LORD’s purpose that prevails." This particular verse of 

Scripture implies my previous point. Plans can be made by man 

but purpose must be assigned by the Lord (man’s source). It also 

implies that God’s purpose by divine order is to take priority 

over man’s plans. 

 

This seems to be a common principle even in creation. For 

instance, when God created man we learn in Genesis 1:28 that 

He blessed man and assigned man a purpose. The creation (man) 

did not say to the Creator (God) what the purpose would be. The 

Creator already had in mind the purpose for which He would 

assign His creation prior to creating (Genesis 1:26). Let’s 

examine this principle from another perspective. When an 

inventor invents an invention, the invention does not say to the 

inventor what its purpose shall be. The inventor has usually 

already assigned the invention a purpose prior to even inventing 

the invention. Most inventions (if not all) are usually spawned 

from a problem in need of a solution. I personally like to believe 

that it's the same principle with purpose. A man’s purpose is the 

solution to one of the world’s many problems. Though plans are 

often primarily beneficial to the planner in one way or another, 

purpose is often always tied to a cause greater than oneself. 

 

I am reminded of our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ in the 

Garden of Gethsemane on the night in which He was betrayed by 

His disciple, Judas Iscariot. He prayed, “…Father, if thou be 

willing, remove this cup from me: nevertheless not my will, but 

thine, be done” (Luke 22:42). The cup to which He was referring 

was His purpose. Jesus was born to become the unblemished, 

sacrificial lamb offered for the sins of all mankind. In other 

words, He was born to die so that we all may live. So as Jesus 

prayed, “…not my will, but thine, be done,” what He was 

essentially praying was, “…not my plans, but God’s purpose, be 

done.” 
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Jesus’ purpose was the solution to the world’s problem of 

sin. Though Jesus had become one of the greatest religious 

teachers of his time and had performed innumerable miracles, He 

did not mind following His purpose through to a humiliating 

death on the cross. Jesus exemplified what it means to live a 

purpose-driven life. So with that said, I would like to end where I 

began. Are you living a purpose-driven or a plan-driven life? Do 

you wake up each morning with your plans in your heart or 

God’s purpose on your mind? Can you proclaim as Jesus 

proclaimed, “…not my will, but thine, be done?” 
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THE ROSE OF SHARON 

THAT GREW FROM CONCRETE 

 
 

John 1:46 (KJV) “And Nathanael said unto him, Can there any 

good thing come out of Nazareth? Philip saith unto him, Come 

and see.” 

 

The late 2Pac (born Tupac Shakur) was what most would 

describe as a Hip-Hop legend whose life came to a tragically 

premature end on September 7, 1996. Though there were many 

sides to brother 2pac, his Gangsta Rap persona seemed to be the 

more dominant in the eye of the public. Very few in the public 

have ever gotten to experience (or are even aware of) his many 

other sides...sides which include 2pac…the poet. That's right. In 

1999 a book was published and released featuring a collection of 

poems written by a young Tupac between 1989 and 1991. The 

title of this poetic compilation became The Rose That Grew 

From Concrete (a name taken from a poem featured in this very 

book). 

 

"The Rose That Grew from Concrete" has become a favorite 

poem of mine. It tells the story of a rose that grew from a crack 

in the concrete. One could say that this rose began its life quite 

literally between a rock and a hard place. This is a story to which 

many of us can easily relate. Whenever I read this poem, I am 

reminded of the account in the Gospel according to John where 

our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ begins calling his disciples. In 

John 1:43, we read that Jesus had traveled into Galilee where He 

found and recruited a man named Philip. Philip then finds 

Nathanael and tells him that they have found the long-awaited 

Messiah. To their surprise, it turns out to be a man named Jesus 

from Nazareth. Nathanael responds with a hint of what could be 
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interpreted as disbelief, sarcasm or maybe even a little bit of 

both. He says, “Nazareth! Can anything good come from 

there?” (1:46 - NIV) Now, in his defense, the Nazareth of their 

time was not quite what the Nazareth of our time has become. 

 

During the time in which this account takes place; Nazareth 

was a small, insignificant farm village believed to have a 

population of no more than 500 people. It had no trade routes, 

was of little economic importance and was never even 

mentioned in the Old Testament. In other words, Jesus was 

raised in the middle of nowhere. So when Nathanael hears that 

the Messiah is from Nazareth, his response is a natural one. To 

Nathanael, Nazareth producing the Messiah seemed just as 

farfetched as a crack in the concrete producing a rose. 

 

So, why would God raise up the Messiah, a man of such 

great importance in a place of such little importance? Well, I like 

to believe that the answer is quite simple. God gets the most 

glory through the unexpected and the unexplainable. You see, 

when a rose grows in a rose garden, it’s really no big deal 

because it is both expected and explainable. Rose gardens 

provide the necessary conditions to produce roses. When a rose 

grows from a crack in the concrete, it is a miracle because it is 

both unexpected and unexplainable. A crack in the concrete 

lacks the necessary resources to produce a rose. 

 

So, what does this all have to do with Jesus? Well, Jesus was 

born in Bethlehem (the city of King David). Though He was 

born in a city of royalty, His mother gave birth to him in a lowly 

manger because there was no room for them in the Inn (Luke 

2:7). To add insult to injury, He was then raised in the small 

village of Nazareth. However, this is what makes Jesus' story so 

amazing. Though He was raised in the middle of nowhere, today 

His name is known everywhere. Why? Well, to put it simply, His 
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purpose was greater than His problematic past. Jesus is proof 

that "your condition today does not have to determine your 

position tomorrow" (quote courtesy of Bishop Spencer H. 

Riddick, Jr.) I believe that it is highly unlikely that a rose will 

ever literally grow from a crack in the concrete. However, I do 

believe that there are roses in the form of people who are 

growing from hard conditions and circumstances every day. 

They are living testimonies that "...the LORD is good" and "his 

mercy is everlasting" (Psalm 100:5). 

 

As I close, I would like to leave you with the following 

thought. When a man plants a seed the condition must be right 

but when God plants a seed He can right the condition. I want to 

encourage you today that no matter where God has planted you 

He has destined you to grow. Even if the conditions are not right, 

we serve a God who can right the condition. You may have been 

planted in poverty but God has destined you for wealth. You 

may have been planted in sickness but God has destined you for 

excellent health. You may have been planted in failure but God 

has destined you for success. You may have been planted in the 

worst but God has destined you for the best. Remember, God’s 

purpose for your life is greater than your life’s problems. So if 

anyone ever questions, can there any good thing come out of 

your Nazareth? Simply smile and respond as Philip responded to 

Nathanael, “Come and see.” 
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WHEN UNCOMFORTABLE 

BECOMES COMFORTABLE 

 
 

Acts 3:2 (KJV) “And a certain man lame from his mother’s 

womb was carried, whom they laid daily at the gate of the temple 

which is called Beautiful, to ask alms of them that entered into 

the temple;” 

 

Pain Tolerance can be defined as... 

 

 the amount of pain that a person can withstand 

before breaking down emotionally and/or physically. 

 

This explains why if you pinch your skin and maintain the 

same amount of pressure, the initial pain that you feel will 

gradually seem less painful as time progresses. The body has 

been designed to tolerate pain (or discomfort) unless that pain (or 

discomfort) increases to a point where it is beyond what a 

person’s body has been conditioned to tolerate or withstand. In 

other words, if we find ourselves in a steady level of discomfort, 

it is actually possible to find a sense of comfort in that state of 

discomfort (I know...it seems like a lot to take in but I'm going 

somewhere). 

 

Chapter three of the Acts of the Apostles begins with Peter 

and John encountering a man known simply as “the beggar 

which sat at the Beautiful gate of the temple.” Acts 3:2 describes 

this man as lame (or crippled) from birth. We learn in this same 

verse of Scripture that he was carried to this gate daily to beg 

from those who entered into the temple. One day he sees Peter 

and John about to enter into the temple and begins to "ask alms" 

(or beg) of them. It is at that moment that something beautiful 
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happened at the gate called “Beautiful.” As Peter and John 

approach the beggar, they stop and fix their eyes on him. Peter 

then tells the beggar to look at them. The beggar complies and 

looks up expecting to receive nothing more than a few coins but 

instead, he becomes the recipient of a miracle. Peter boldly 

proclaims, “Silver and gold have I none; but such as I have give 

I thee: In the name of Jesus Christ of Nazareth rise up and walk” 

(Acts 3:6). In other words, Peter tells this poor man, you’re 

asking for money but I simply don’t have any to give you. 

However, you need a miracle and if you desire a miracle as you 

desire money, then in Jesus’ name, I can help you with that. 

Peter then takes him by the right hand, lifts him up and the Bible 

reads, “immediately his feet and ankle bones received strength. 

And he leaping up stood, and walked, and entered with them into 

the temple, walking, and leaping, and praising God.” (Acts 3:7-

8). 

 

Prior to his encounter with Peter and John, this beggar had 

become comfortable spending his days being carried and laid at 

the same place, doing the same things and getting the same 

results. He had become comfortable in an uncomfortable 

situation. Though you may have never been crippled...Though 

you may have never had to beg for money...you can probably 

attest to being in this poor man’s condition at one point or 

another in your life. How…? You may have become comfortable 

knowing your true value yet selling yourself for much less than 

you are truly worth. You may have become comfortable in so-

called friendships where you are often overlooked and under-

appreciated. You may have become comfortable in a relationship 

with someone who is either incapable or who just refuses to love 

you the way you need and deserve to be loved. You may have 

become comfortable working a job where you know for a fact 

that you are overqualified and underpaid. You may have become 

comfortable being a victim of circumstance instead of fighting to 



 

20 

become victorious over your circumstances. You may have 

become comfortable being the failure that your haters always 

guessed you would be instead of the success that those who love 

you know that you could be. 

 

Uncomfortable was meant to be just that…uncomfortable. I 

challenge you from this day forward to become so 

uncomfortable with the uncomfortable situations in your life, 

that you won’t stop praying…that you won’t stop pushing…that 

you won’t stop pressing until you reach that place of comfort 

that God has designed especially for you. Through Christ, you no 

longer have to sit at the Beautiful gate with an ugly 

circumstance. You can instead walk through any gate as the 

beautiful miracle that God has created and destined you to be. 
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…BUT THIS IS HER WORLD 

 
 

John 8:3-4 (KJV) “And the scribes and Pharisees brought unto 

him a woman taken in adultery; and when they had set her in the 

midst, They say unto him, Master, this woman was taken in 

adultery, in the very act.” 

 

One thing that I have always appreciated about Hip-Hop 

music (REAL Hip-Hop music...not that radio stuff) is the ability 

of its artists to deliver a raw, unadulterated; "in-your-face" type 

of truth. An example of this type of truth can be found in a song 

entitled, “It’s Your World.” It was written by Common (born 

Lonnie Rashid Lynn, Jr.) and is featured on his sixth studio 

album, Be. In it he tells the sad story of a young woman who has 

found herself living the dangerously promiscuous life of a 

prostitute. What I love about this song is that he doesn’t just stop 

at introducing the listener to this young woman and her 

unfortunate circumstance. He goes the extra mile and begins to 

reveal the traumatic past that has given birth to this young 

woman’s tragic present. Whenever I hear this song, I am 

reminded of an account that takes place in the eighth chapter of 

the Gospel according to John. It is here that readers of the New 

Testament are introduced to a woman who may not be so 

different from the young woman in Common’s song. 

 

In John 8:3, we read that she has been caught in "the very 

act" of adultery by the scribes and Pharisees and brought before 

Jesus for judgment. There are a few things that strike me as 

interesting about this encounter. Now I could easily begin with 

the obvious question of, where exactly were these scribes and 

Pharisees that they were able to witness this woman as they 

described, “in the very act” of adultery? Instead, I think I’ll 

leave that alone for now and move on to something just a little 
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more substantial. If we read John 8:6 closely, we discover that 

this encounter was actually much bigger than this young woman 

and her sin. However, I have chosen to focus primarily on the 

unjust treatment of this young woman by the scribes and 

Pharisees as opposed to their intent for doing so. With that said, I 

find it interesting that these men were offended enough by her 

sin to turn it into a public spectacle, yet no one possessed enough 

love and compassion to ask or even try to understand why she 

had committed such a sin. It is here that I compare and contrast 

the young woman from Common’s song (the prostitute) and the 

young woman in John’s account of the Gospel (the adulterer). 

 

I believe that it is possible that both of these women were 

genuinely good women but that they had found themselves in 

bad situations. We learn that the young woman described in 

Common’s song grew up in a home where she witnessed her 

mother victimized by domestic violence at the hand of her step-

father. Though it is never mentioned in the song, we can assume 

that her real father is either deceased or has abandoned the 

family. She is left to grow up in a dangerous neighborhood with 

no positive male figure in her life to protect her or to model a 

potential mate after. Therefore, she finds herself in relationships 

with men involved with substance abuse and criminal activity. 

This leads to her not only becoming an affiliate of that lifestyle 

but even worse...a participant. Yet, one would never know this 

unless they had enough love and compassion to see through the 

prostitute on the corner to the young girl deep down on the inside 

that was robbed of a normal childhood. Though this young 

woman was not necessarily caught “in the very act” of adultery 

as the woman from John’s account of the Gospel, she was still 

caught in an unacceptable lifestyle. 

 

I like to believe that we stand to learn a few valuable lessons 

from both Common’s song and John’s account of the Gospel. 
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We first learn that even those who claim to know God can be 

guilty of not quite knowing Him as well as they would think. 

The scribes and Pharisees were considered experts when it came 

to the Law of Moses. Yet they failed to understand that God did 

not give Moses the law for man to simply sit around finding 

reasons to stone one another. The law was an attempt to teach 

man how to “love the Lord thy God” and to “love thy neighbor 

as thyself.” This is summed up quite nicely by Jesus himself in a 

discussion that takes place in the twenty-second chapter of the 

Gospel according to Matthew. 

 

We also learn that God considers every life precious. Even in 

the midst of our bad decisions, God is merciful and still sees 

something good worth saving in all of us. We see this 

demonstrated in Jesus’ defense of the woman caught in adultery. 

He successfully defends the sinner without necessarily defending 

her sin. He does this by challenging the crowd of hypocrites to 

examine their private sins before punishing this woman whose 

sin just happened to be made public. Last but not least, we learn 

that if you’re going to draw a conclusion based on an 

assumption, it is probably best to do it in pencil. What do I 

mean? Well, when Common introduces us to this young woman 

and her sinful lifestyle, we can easily stop and condemn her just 

as the scribes and Pharisees had done to the young woman 

caught in adultery. However, if we are willing to take the time 

and put forth the effort to understand this woman, we learn that 

she is merely a victim of circumstance and a precious soul in 

need of a love that “covers a multitude of sins” (1 Peter 4:8). We 

must be careful not to further stone those whom life has already 

stoned and left for dead. 

 

In closing, it was Solomon who wrote in the third chapter of 

the Book of Ecclesiastes that, “to everything there is a season.” 

Well, I like to believe that to everything there is also a reason. 
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So the next time you see someone dressed a certain way…the 

next time you see someone carrying themselves in a certain 

manner…the next time you see someone who may be misguided, 

misinformed or simply misunderstood…remember this...some 

books have bad covers but good stories and some books have 

bad stories but good covers. It is unwise to judge either book 

without first taking a look inside. 
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YOUNG MAN, 

YOUNG WOMAN…ARISE! 

 
 

Luke 7:14 (KJV) “And he came and touched the bier: and they 

that bare him stood still. And he said, Young man, I say unto 

thee, Arise.” 

 

I like to believe that if nothing else has the power to move a 

people…to move a community…to move a nation towards a 

change…the tears of a mother should. When a mother…a truly 

loving mother cries…I believe that the entire world should cry 

with her. I believe that this is especially true when that mother 

has suffered a great loss. Now of course this is just my opinion 

(we're all entitled to one) and I’m honest enough to admit that it 

may be slightly biased due to the fact that I was raised by a 

single-mother. Nevertheless, I stand behind this belief. I do so 

not because I am stubborn…not because I secretly enjoy being 

right…but simply because I believe that our Lord and Savior 

Jesus Christ would agree. 

 

There is power in a mother’s tears and this is best 

demonstrated in the seventh chapter of the Gospel according to 

Luke. As Jesus and His disciples approach the gate of a city 

called Nain, they stumble upon a funeral procession carrying the 

body of a widow’s only son. When Jesus sees this mother in 

mourning, we read that, “he had compassion on her, and said 

unto her, Weep not.” Luke 7:14-15 goes on to read, “And he 

came and touched the bier: and they that bare him stood still. 

And he said, Young man, I say unto thee, Arise. And he that was 

dead sat up, and began to speak. And he delivered him to his 

mother.” We see here that the tears of this heart-broken mother 

were enough to move Jesus to raise this young man from the 
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cold, tight grip of death and to deliver him safely back into the 

warm embrace of his mother’s arms. Today, there are mothers 

just like the widow in Nain who are weeping for a generation of 

young men and women who are dying way too soon. Many of 

them are dying literally while others are dying mentally, 

spiritually and emotionally. However, the cries of today’s 

mothers are not being met with the same Christ-like compassion. 

 

Who will acknowledge the tears of today’s heart-broken 

mother and comfort her with the same compassion as our 

Savior? Who will stretch forth their hands and make contact with 

the casket that is carrying a generation of young people to an 

early grave? Who will say to this dead generation…young 

man…young woman…arise? We can no longer continue to walk 

past funeral procession after funeral procession and not be 

pricked to our very spirits to reach out and to speak out in an 

attempt to save our precious young people. Let us open our ears 

to the cries of today’s weeping mother and let us open up our 

mouths and proclaim as Jesus proclaimed, “Weep not.” Jesus 

was unafraid to break Jewish customs when He reached out to a 

dead situation in order to save a precious life. We too must be 

unafraid to break the vicious cycles that continue to plague our 

communities in order to save the precious lives of our young 

people. Just as Jesus spoke life back into this young man who 

was seemingly lost forever; we too must begin to speak life back 

into our young people “that they might have life, and that they 

might have it more abundantly” (John 10:10). 

 

Young man, you are more than a potential baby daddy and 

child support payer…You are a potential husband and father. 

Young woman, you are more than a potential baby momma and 

child support recipient…You are a potential wife and mother. 

Young man, you are more than a potential prisoner and ex-

offender…You are a productive citizen and provider. Young 
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woman, you are more than some little boy’s potential 

playmate…You are a real man’s potential help meet. Young 

man, you are more than a potential menace to your society…You 

are a potential social servant and leader. Young woman, you are 

more than a potential welfare recipient of your state…You are a 

potential welfare provider to your community. Young people, 

you are more than just potential athletes and entertainers…You 

are potential world changers and world shapers. Young people, 

you are greater than every stereotype and greater than any 

statistic…You are the very image of God’s power and God’s 

beauty. Now young man…Young woman…I say unto 

you…Arise! 
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WHO DO THEY SAY 

THAT YOU ARE? 

 
 

Mark 8:27 (KJV) “And Jesus went out, and his disciples, into 

the towns of Caesarea Philippi: and by the way he asked his 

disciples, saying unto them, Whom do men say that I am?” 

 

One of the most profound thoughts that I have ever heard 

comes from a song entitled, “Who Cares?” (…and yes that is 

ironically the actual name of the song). It’s from the 2006 debut 

album of the Hip-Hop/Soul duo, known as Gnarls Barkley. Cee-

Lo, the lead vocalist makes the following point…Everyone is 

someone special yet no one wants to be themselves. So if we 

ever wanted to understand who we truly are we would have to 

talk to someone else. Though I am paraphrasing, I find his lyric 

to be especially true for today’s generation which seems to be 

facing a major identity crisis. I think it’s safe to say that this 

crisis can be linked to many factors including but not limited to: 

 

 high divorce rates 

 an increase in broken homes 

 an increase in teenage pregnancies 

 a lack of community and/or community leaders 

 …and in some cases just overall negligent or 

deadbeat parenting. 

 

So, because no one of direct influence is telling our young 

people who they are or imparting any productive sense of 

identity into them, they are more inclined to seek out identity 

through relationships with and through the opinions of outside 

sources. They are now no longer wrestling with the question 

“who am I?” They are instead wrestling with the question “who 
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do others say that I am?” This is a question that many (if not all 

of us) have wrestled with at one point or another in our lives. If 

we can be honest for a moment, this is a question that many of us 

may even still be wrestling with today. In the Bible we find that 

even our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ had an encounter with 

this particular question. Yet, His encounter with this question 

was not quite the same as many of ours today. What do I mean? 

 

Well, in the first chapter of the Gospel according to Mark (9-

11) we read that Jesus comes to John the Baptist to be baptized 

(pretty obvious…I know). As Jesus ascends from the water, 

something miraculous happens. Jesus sees the heavens open and 

the Spirit, “like a dove” descends upon him. Afterward God 

speaks from heaven and says, “Thou art my beloved Son, in 

whom I am well pleased.” Yet seven chapters later while 

entering into the towns of Cesarea Philippi, we find Jesus asking 

his disciples “Whom do men say that I am?” The difference 

between Jesus’ encounter with this question and our encounters 

with this question today is simple. When Jesus asked this 

question He already knew the answer. When many of us ask this 

question today we are often in search of the answer. What I like 

about Jesus’ encounter with this question is that it really didn’t 

matter how the disciples answered the question. Jesus’ identity 

had already been firmly established by the word spoken from his 

Father in Heaven. So when the disciples answered that people 

were saying that He was, “John the Baptist…Elias” or “One of 

the prophets,” Jesus’ response was simply, “But whom say ye 

that I am?” (28-29) 

 

I ask you on today, who are you? Some of us have been 

raised in homes where one or possibly even both parents were 

never there. Some of us were raised in homes where both parents 

were there but that was it…they were just simply there with us 

but never there for us. Some of us grew up in hoods where there 
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was no such thing as a neighbor and in communities where no 

one actually communed. Some of us attended schools that 

educated us in the knowledge of things but never in the 

knowledge of self. However, I am reminded of David when he 

proclaimed in Psalm 27:10, “When my father and my mother 

(and if I might add, my community) forsake me, then the Lord 

will take me up.” 

 

You are more than just a child conceived of an earthly man 

and woman. You are the child of a God who knew you before He 

formed you in the belly…a God who sanctified you and ordained 

you with purpose before you came forth out of the womb 

(Jeremiah 1:5). Identity begins with the eternal Creator (God), is 

passed through the earthly creators (parents) and finally down to 

the creations (children). So even if relationship with your earthly 

creator(s) is broken, identity is still possible through relationship 

with the eternal Creator. Through Jesus Christ (our means of 

relationship with God the Father), you no longer have to wrestle 

with the question “Who do others say that I am?” You can 

instead walk in the knowledge and confidence of who God says 

that you are. 
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YOU MAKE IMPOSSIBLE…POSSIBLE 

 
 

Mark 9:23 (KJV) "Jesus said unto him, If thou canst believe, all 

things are possible to him that believeth." 

 

Question...What is the difference between possible and 

impossible? Well, Merriam-Webster defines these two words in 

the following manner: 

 

 Possible (adj) : being within the limits of ability, 

capacity, or realization 

 Impossible (adj) : incapable of being or of 

occurring. 

 

So by definition, the difference between possible and 

impossible is nothing more than a matter of being...what can be 

and what cannot be. Yet, in the Gospel according to Mark, Jesus 

makes a statement that suggests that there may be more of a 

difference than what can be learned from a simple definition. In 

the ninth chapter of the Gospel according to Mark, Jesus 

encounters a young boy who is possessed by a demon. It is a 

demon that has tormented him with epileptic seizures for most of 

his life. Prior to Jesus arriving, the young boy's father takes him 

to the disciples. However, they all fail to cast out the tormenting 

demon. So when Jesus arrives, the father pleads with Him in 

Mark 9:22 that if there is anything that He can do, to have 

compassion on them and to help them. Jesus responds, "If thou 

canst believe, all things are possible to him that believeth." This 

in my opinion is one of the most powerful proclamations in the 

entire Bible. Though Jesus only makes one statement, he 

establishes 2 points: 
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 Point 1: All things are possible to anyone that is 

willing to believe. 

 Point 2: Nothing is impossible to anyone that is 

willing to believe. 

 

So, according to Jesus the difference between possible and 

impossible is not necessarily just a matter of being...it is a matter 

of belief. Anything that can be conceived in the mind and 

believed with the heart can be achieved in one's life. In other 

words, you make impossible...possible (through your belief). 

 

One of the most amazing things to watch is a child or a 

group of children at play. Nothing seems impossible to them. 

They imagine something and then they take whatever they can 

get their little hands on to recreate what they have envisioned in 

their minds. What a powerful revelation that is. This is why I 

often say that child-like imagination is essential in the 

development of a mature level of faith. 

 

However, like the father in this account, many of us are 

praying for blessings that we cannot even imagine. Though he 

asks Jesus to heal his son, because he had witnessed his son 

afflicted for so long he could not even imagine his son truly 

being healed. This is why with tears in his eyes he cries out in 

Mark 9:24, "Lord, I believe, help thou mine unbelief." Once he 

was able to conceive the possibility of his son's healing in his 

mind, he then believed it with his heart and his son's healing was 

achieved (through Christ) in his life. It is for this reason that I 

believe the Apostle Paul challenges us to "walk by faith, not by 

sight" (2 Corinthians 5:7). No matter how impossible things may 

look to the eye, all things are possible to those that believe with 

their heart. 
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For instance, flying looked impossible for humans until two 

brothers by the last name of Wright came on the scene. They 

first conceived the possibility of flight in their minds. Once they 

conceived the possibility in their minds, they then believed it 

with their hearts. Once they believed it with their hearts, they 

began to work consistently until on December 17, 1903, they 

achieved it in their lives. I want to challenge you to stop giving 

birth to impossibility and instead begin giving birth to 

possibility. All things are truly possible to those that believe. 

 

Breaking generational curses and cycles may look 

impossible...but all things are possible to them that believe. 

Surviving a fatal sickness or disease may look impossible...but 

all things are possible to them that believe. Keeping your sanity 

in a world that has seemingly gone mad may look 

impossible...but all things are possible to them that believe. 

Saving or rebuilding that failing relationship may look 

impossible...but all things are possible to them that believe. 

Getting or furthering your education may look impossible...but 

all things are possible to them that believe. Starting your own 

business or landing that new job may look impossible...but all 

things are possible to them that believe. There are no limits to 

possibility other than the limits of one’s imagination. If you can 

conceive it...If you can believe it...there is no reason that you 

cannot achieve it. 
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DON’T LOOK BACK… 

(YOUR FUTURE DEPENDS ON IT) 

 
 

Genesis 19:26 (KJV) "But his wife looked back from behind 

him, and she became a pillar of salt." 

 

Question…Is there anything that you have escaped or have 

simply walked away from in your past that you would trade your 

entire future for? With our mouths, many of us would almost 

immediately respond to this question with a big N-O. Yet every 

day, many of us risk our futures without hesitation for something 

(or even someone) in our pasts that we may have escaped 

physically...but not mentally or emotionally. Let's explore this 

further by taking a look at the story of Lot's wife. 

 

For those unfamiliar with her story, it takes place in the 

nineteenth chapter of the book of Genesis. We learn in previous 

chapters that Lot was the nephew of Abraham (formerly known 

as Abram). After parting ways with his uncle due to a dispute 

between their herdsmen, Lot decides to travel east and resides in 

the city of Sodom (unaware of God's impending judgment 

against the city). God sends two angels disguised as men to 

Sodom to scout out the city before He destroys it. Lot quickly 

greets them and urges them into his home to stay the night. Soon 

after, the men of Sodom gather outside demanding that he hand 

over his guests (the two angels) to them. Knowing the wicked 

nature of the men of Sodom, Lot refuses. As a result, the men of 

Sodom attempt to break into Lot's home, threatening to do worse 

to him than what they had planned to do to his guests. The men 

of Sodom are then stricken blind by the two angels and thus 

began the destruction of the city. 
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One of the angels instructs Lot and his family to, "Escape for 

thy life; look not behind thee" (19:17). In other words, "Run and 

don't look back!" The angels even hold off destroying the city 

until Lot and his family have successfully reached the city of 

Zoar (the designated safety zone). It is at this moment that Lot's 

wife sort of becomes famous. She survives the everyday dangers 

associated with living in the sin-filled city of Sodom. She 

survives a deadly mob attack on her home. She even survives the 

destruction of the entire city of Sodom by the hand of God. She 

literally gets within a few steps of her future only to lose it all 

because she couldn't resist the urge to look back at her past. 

 

Theologians have hypothesized and may continue to 

hypothesize for centuries over what caused Lot's wife to look 

back. The Bible does not say so therefore, we may never know. 

Nevertheless, she looked back and it literally cost her everything. 

There was something or someone in Sodom (her past) that she 

had escaped physically but not mentally or emotionally. Like 

Lot's wife, many of us have escaped some dangerous 

environments physically...but never mentally or emotionally. 

Many of us have escaped some unhealthy relationships 

physically...but never mentally or emotionally. Many of us have 

physically survived some of the most traumatic pasts...yet we've 

been left with some of the worst mental and emotional 

scars...and the truth is...if we are not careful, it may cost us our 

entire future. 

 

Brothers and sisters I implore you...Don’t look back! When 

God delivers you from people who see you as all bad and mean 

you no good…Don’t look back! When God delivers you from a 

place of limited possibility into a place of limitless 

opportunity…Don’t look back! When God delivers you from a 

place of restlessness into a place of peace which surpasses all 

understanding (Philippians 4:7)…Don’t look back! Learn from 



 

36 

the mistake of Lot’s wife. That one thing that you look back for 

may cost you everything that you’ve worked for. 
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FROM OBSTACLES TO 

OPPORTUNITIES 

 
 

1 Samuel 17:25 (KJV) "And the men of Israel said, Have ye 

seen this man that is come up? surely to defy Israel is he come 

up: and it shall be, that the man who killeth him, the king will 

enrich him with great riches, and will give him his daughter, and 

make his father's house free in Israel." 

 

I like to say that your perception will often determine your 

reception. In other words, how you perceive a thing is usually 

how you will receive it. If you perceive negatively, chances are 

you will receive negatively. If you perceive positively, chances 

are you will receive positively. This is why I believe that a great 

deal of power lies within one's perception. A young David 

exemplifies this truth during his encounter with Goliath, the 

champion warrior (and giant) of the Philistine army. We find this 

encounter in the seventeenth chapter of the first book of Samuel. 

 

Jesse the Bethlehemite sends his youngest son David to 

deliver a few goods from home to his older brothers. They have 

joined the Israelite army and are away in battle. David reaches 

his brothers but they are soon met also by the Philistine army. 

Goliath steps forward and reissues his challenge to the men of 

Israel. Upon seeing the champion warrior, a majority of the 

Israelite army flees in fear. This is most likely in response to 

Goliath's massive stature. We read in 1 Samuel 17:4 that his 

height was, "six cubits and a span" (That's 9 feet, 9 inches by 

today's metric standard). In order to further put this into 

perspective, you could say that Goliath was 2 feet and 2 inches 

taller than the tallest player in NBA history (the late Manute Bol 

who was an amazing 7 feet, 7 inches tall). 



 

38 

 

It is here that we witness the great power of perception 

(which also brings us back to my opening point). The men of 

Israel saw Goliath as a 9 foot, 9 inch tall obstacle. Young David 

saw Goliath as a 9 foot, 9 inch tall opportunity. How they 

perceived Goliath determined how they responded to him. 

Because their perceptions of Goliath differed, their responses to 

him differed as well. Though there was much to lose in taking on 

the giant there was also much to gain. David understood this. 

 

We learn in 1 Samuel 17:25 that Saul, Israel's king had 

promised the following to whomever could slay this Philistine 

giant… 

 

 great riches 

 the king’s daughter to wife 

 …and tax-free living 

 

Not only that, David realized that Goliath was challenging 

much more than the power of the Israelite army. Goliath was 

challenging the very power of the living God of Israel. In David's 

eyes, this was not only an opportunity to better his position in 

life (as well as his family's). This was an opportunity to prove 

the sovereignty of his God. As David collected those five smooth 

stones and his now famous sling, he had made up in his mind 

that losing simply was not an option. 

 

Today I would like to ask you, how do you view the giants 

in your life? Do you see them as obstacles to which you must 

flee from in fear? Or do you see them as opportunities to become 

a better you? How we perceive the giants in our lives will 

determine whether they remain obstacles or whether they 

become opportunities for change. I don't know what giants you 

may be facing in life but I want to encourage you with the words 
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of John the disciple, "greater is he that is in you, than he that is 

in the world" (1 John 4:4) Your God is greater than your life's 

giants. He has not "given us the spirit of fear; but of power, and 

of love, and of a sound mind" (2 Timothy 1:7). So, what will it 

be? Obstacles or Opportunities? The choice is yours my friend. 

How you perceive it...is how you will receive it. 
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